
 

Cortney Weatherby 

Cortney is from Murray, Nebraska and has a passion for 
marine science.  She studied marine biology at Northwest 
Missouri State University. She has taught students of all ages 
about marine ecology through Seacamp in Florida and the 
Barrier Islands Environmental Education Program in South 
Carolina.  Her favorite animals are sea turtles and she has done 
extensive work with them through internships and volunteer 
programs, but she is excited to find her second favorite animal 
- nudibranchs - in the tidepools of Kachemak Bay.  

 

 

Tahia Ischer  

Tahia lives in Australia but is originally from Tahiti, French Polynesia. 
She moved to Australia when she was seven; completing her schooling 
and tertiary education in Brisbane, Australia. Tahia is a passionate 
marine biologist and educator with a Bachelor Degree in Science with 
Honours in the field of Marine Biology and a Graduate Diploma in 
Secondary Education. Although Tahia has huge interest in the marine 
environment, she is extremely passionate about the biology of sea 
turtles. Tahia has participated in a range of Marine Biology research 
projects working on Heron Island in the southern part of the Great 
Barrier Reef, Ningaloo Reef in Western Australia and recently in the 
Cook Islands working as the Chief Scientist for the Cook Island Turtle 
Project. As an educator Tahia hopes to instil in the minds of our youth a 
love and appreciation for all coastal ecosystems. When she isn’t in the 
water in search of turtles, Tahia enjoys hiking, camping, kayaking and 
playing beach volleyball. 

 

 

Ashley Bothwell 

Ashley is interning at the Peterson Bay Field Station with CACS the summer 
of 2015. She is currently a senior at the University of North Carolina 
Wilmington majoring in marine biology with a concentration in 
conservation. She has a passion for marine ecosystems and how they 
function and interact as a whole. Ashley loves being outdoors, knitting is one 
of her favorite pastimes, and she makes some mean chocolate chip cookies. 

 



Becca Mathias (Peterson Bay Field Station, Onboard 
Oceanography, Marine Debris, and Yurt on the Spit!) 

Becca is from New Riegel, Ohio and has a B.S. degree in 
Marine Biology from Bowling Green State 
University.  She began her science education journey in 
North Carolina with a summer marine biology program for 
middle school students and has since traveled and taught 
marine biology in Mississippi, was a naturalist in Montana 
through the Big Sky Watershed Corps, and was a teacher 
naturalist in Maine with Nature’s Classroom.  She’s taught 
people of all ages about watersheds, marine debris, water 
quality, terrestrial ecology, and marine biology.  She 
enjoys hiking, reading, painting, and sharing the wonders 
of the natural world with others. 

 

Leah Thon (AmeriCorps Intern - Yurt on the Spit, Onboard 
Oceanography, and Peterson Bay Field Station) 

Leah is originally from near Syracuse, NY and got her degree in 
Conservation Biology from SUNY Environmental Science and Forestry. 
She is currently doing AmeriCorps with the Center for Alaskan Coastal 
Studies focusing on STEM education and outreach. She is doing a lot of 
work with ROVs (remote operated vehicles) and is using them to 
monitor invasive species in the Homer Harbor.  She loves to hike, read, 
crochet, and explore new places. She is loving Alaska and all the 
adventures it has to offer! 

 

 

 

Katie Gavenus 

Katie is from Homer, Alaska and is a graduate of Bowdoin College. Her 
infatuations with coastal ecology began with a fourth grade field trip to 
China Poot Bay.  After high school she worked as an intern at the Field 
Station and was immediately drawn in by the magic of the 
place.  Although she has dabbled as a deckhand on a salmon tender boat 
and a wilderness trip leader, environmental education is her true 
passion.  During seasons away from the Field Station, she has worked at an 
outdoor school in California and ecology school in Maine and created the 
Children of the Spills project to collect oral histories from children 
affected by oil spills and lead oil pollution prevention & preparedness 
education programs.  When she isn't chasing marine worms through the 
intertidal zone, she loves berry picking, fishing, and hiking. 


